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RYAN BALFOUR RACING MONTHLY NEWSLETTER 
 

'Horse sense is the thing a horse has that stops it from betting on humans.'  W C Fields 

 

Welcome to the RBR Monthly update to owners. 
 

 FROM RYAN 
 
A very warm welcome to the second edition of the Ryan Balfour Racing 
Newsletter.  
 
As we move through the winter months I have come to appreciate anything 
warm at this time of year as we try our best to place our horses, and the 
racing authorities do their best to provide reasonable racing surfaces for 
our horses to run on.  
                                                                                                                                                    Ryan and Racing.Com Terry McAuliffe 
 
You will see quite a variance across our race tracks, and I would emphasise that this is not limited to SA.  It is 
foremost in my thinking during the winter months as we plan ahead to place our horses and provide them with the 
optimal chance of showing their best. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                 
I hope you found some points of interest from our first newsletter and I particularly want to thank those members of 
the RBR Ownership group who took the time to provide feedback on our first attempt.  (Mostly positive).  It is 
important to me.  If you have any thoughts on content for future editions, please do not hesitate to drop me a line 
via email to ryanbalfourracing@hotmail.com 
 
I also encourage you to regularly visit our website for other stable news including a list of horses 
available.   Australian Race Horse Trainer Ryan Balfour (balfourracing.com.au). 
 
The last month has provided the usual series of ups and downs but it was pointed out to me recently that when 
Canford ran fourth on 21 June 2021 his prizemoney took me past the grand total of $10 million in my career as an 
independent trainer.  I do not spend a lot of time looking back at things but I guess it is a milestone that not all 
trainers reach.  It also caused me to reflect that I could not do what I do without the support and patience of the RBR 
ownership group.  I sincerely thank you for that.   
 
While on the subject of prizemoney you may be interested in a recent interview I did with Racing.com on changes to 
the Prize structure in SA and you can access it via the following link: 

 https://www.racingsa.com.au/blog/2021/06/25/3282/game-changing-bonuses-for-sa-industry 

 

 

 

 

 
'A pony is a childhood dream.  A horse is an adulthood treasure’ Rebecca Carroll 

  

mailto:ryanbalfourracing@hotmail.com
https://balfourracing.com.au/
https://www.racingsa.com.au/blog/2021/06/25/3282/game-changing-bonuses-for-sa-industry
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SPECIAL MENTIONS OVER THE LAST MONTH  
 

Buskers Ballad 
On 13 June 2021 BB scored his fourth career win over 1800 metres at the Murray 
Bridge, Gifford Park track.  He had to contend with a large field of 16 runners and 
the 6yo Street Cry gelding did himself proud when he careered away for what 
turned out to be quite a dominant victory.   
 
Buskers was well ridden by our stable apprentice Alana Livesey who had to get the 
old boy going early to take advantage of his good draw, and then she got him out 
at exactly the right time in the straight to put the rest of the field 
away.   Congratulations to Alana on her first provincial win.  I am sure there are 
many more to come.                                                                                                                                           Buskers Ballad owners – Brenda & Larry 

 
Blah Blah Blah 
It was good to see one of our stable stalwarts, John Schmidt out and about at Balaklava on 30 June 2021 to see the 
horse he owns with his partner and nephew win at only his third race start.  John has not been in the best of health 
in recent times and hopefully the win provided a bit of a tonic to one of the great characters amongst the RBR 
Ownership group.  It is fair to say that John can tell a very good yarn or two, but occasionally he will abbreviate the 
story with the expression 'Blah Blah Blah' and let you make your own mind up.  This is how the horse got its name. 
I know Terry McAuliffe got a real chuckle when he asked me how the horse was named in the post-race interview, 
and it was great to see John 'practicing celebrating' throughout the course of the afternoon. 
 
Zipadee 
At a personal level I would have to say that one of the highlights for me over the last little while came at Port 
Augusta on 20 June 2021when the RBR owned 4yo mare Zipadee broke her maiden status with a lovely win over 
1100 metres ridden by Karl Zechner.  The combination of winner’s prizemoney and the SA Rewards took her 
prizemoney to over $30k and highlights the importance of searching far and wide to find suitable races in which to 
place our horses. 
 
Dreamed 
This beautiful girl is going home.   
Originally bred by Cornerstone, Dreamed (Dream Ahead - Abazan) raced 24 times for 3 wins and 6 placings that 
included a magnificent second placing at huge odds in the Auraria Stakes (Group 3) at Morphettville as a 3 year 
old.  She is about to enter the next phase of her life and it is pleasing for all involved that she will be returning to 
Cornerstone stud to undertake duties in the breeding barn.  I am sure Sam Hayes has been closely watching this 
lovely mare's racing career and he will likely be as pleased as we are that she returns to the place where she was 
bred.  We know she will be well looked after and we will watch in anticipation for any news on Dreamed progeny.  
 
Lost Arc 
As if to once again emphasise the ups and downs of the industry that we work in, it was with great sadness on 
Saturday 12 June 2021 at Morphettville that I watched on as one of our stable favourites, Lost Arc, was euthanised 
on the track post-race.    As he pulled up I immediately ran to him to assure myself that he was being appropriately 
cared for and everything possible was being done.  Unfortunately in the end the only thing that could be done was 
done. 
It was a sad day for all owners and stable staff but to the very end Losty tried his heart out like the real fighter he 
was, holding on to third position against the odds, only to break down 2 or 3 strides past the post.  We lose a real 
character who will be missed.  
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'A horse gallops with its lungs, persists with its heart and wins with its character.' Federico Tesio 

 

WE ARE GOING BACK TO BALAKLAVA 
 
In conjunction with Australian Racing Tours, RBR is heading north on Wednesday 15 September 2021 to celebrate 
one of the best days in country racing in SA, the Balaklava Cup. 
 
We will have our own exclusive trackside marquee and we have organised a race day experience that will include: 

 Transport to and from the track from a location around Morphettville (exact location to be confirmed) 

 Racecourse entry 

 Gourmet BBQ lunch 

 5 hour drinks package (Cooper’s beers, Taylors Wines, Ciders, soft drinks). 
 
We will organise a punters club on the day and run sweeps on the big races.   The cost is $230 per person. 
Numbers are limited and so if you are interested please register your interest with Graham Harvey via email to 
gandkharv@bigpond.com, or give him a call on 0414875262 if you have any questions. 

 

COLLECTORS ITEM: RBR OWNERS BOTTLE OPERNERS  
 
What every race horse owner's key ring needs!! 
 
We still have a number of RBR Owners bottle openers that were purchased with the 
proceeds of the last RBR Owners function.  They are FREE and if you want one simply 
message Graham Harvey on 0414875262 and he will send one your way.  
 

RISING SUN PHOTOGRAPHY  
 
If you have occasion to get trackside you may have come across Makoto Kaneko plying his trade in the mounting 
yard taking wonderful shots of our racehorses.  He runs Rising Sun Photography and I have included below some of 
his recent work.   Win lose or draw he will provide photographs of your horse and you can contact him via fb at 
Rising Sun Photography 
 

                              Larkam                                                                      Outlaws Revenge                                                            Viduka  

mailto:gandkharv@bigpond.com
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RBR STAFFING 
I am often asked about the great people who make up the team behind the 
scenes at RBR racing.  All up I employ 15 staff across the stables, and while this 
number may vary from time to time, I am very appreciative of the core group 
of staff who make up the RBR team.  They actively contribute to the success of 
the stable and really enjoy the stable winners as much as the owners.  The 
have great relationships with the horses and really do care about them as 
much as you or I do.  Please feel free to introduce yourself to the RBR staff if 
you see them at the stables or trackside, and let them know which horses you 
are involved in.  
 
With the new racing season about to spring upon us from 1 August, I am 
anticipating making a couple of announcements regarding some important 
additions to the RBR team.  The process and decisions have taken a bit longer 
than I would have liked but I have taken a long term view of what we need to 
build on our success and will ensure we have the right people in the right 

jobs.  Watch this space.                                                                                             Ryan and Darren at Morphettville 

 

NOMINATIONS NOMINATIONS and more NOMINATIONS 
 
In the last newsletter you were invited to direct questions to me via email under 'Ask Rhino'.  Thank you to all who 
submitted questions and you would have received your response by now.  There was one issue raised, at times with 
colourful language that relates to the number of times a horse gets nominated compared to the number of times 
that it actually runs.  This question has also been raised at our Owners functions and so I have a reasonable sense 
that this issue causes some level of angst amongst the Ownership group. 
 
I want to assure everyone that the nomination process involving RBR horses is a very considered process and one of 
the more important planning tasks that I undertake. 
 
It may look a bit 'scattergun' to see your horse nominated for different tracks over different distances but it really is 
about considering a range of options for each horse to find the race that best suits the horse’s ability and the stage 
of their racing preparation. 
 
There are many variables that go into this decision making, particularly this time of year when the racing surfaces 
can vary greatly.  I am also conscious not to just restrict nominations to SA races as many of your horses are eligible 
for the generous bonuses that exist interstate and most nominations to Victorian races are free. 
 
It may be weather and track conditions, it may be the allocated weight and/or the availability of a suitable jockey or 
apprentice.  It may come down to the barrier draw or the number or quality of the other nominations but I attempt 
to weigh up all of these variables and place the horse so they are able to show their best.   I don't always get it right 
but if that occurs it is not from a lack of consideration in exploring the best option for each of our horses. 
 
 
 

 
'Horses might not be able to talk but they are loyal animals, and they are smarter than a lot of people' John Hawkes 
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'A horse gallops with its lungs, persists with its heart and wins with its character.' Federico Tesio 

 

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?  JAMIE LEE KAH. 
 

 
What a magnificent achievement on Saturday 10 July 2021 at Caulfield 
racetrack when Jamie Kah rode her 100th (and 101st) winner for the 
Melbourne metropolitan area in 20/21 racing season.    
 
The season has produced many highlights for Jamie and I recently had a 
flashback to November 2017 when Jamie had a bit of a day out at 
Morphettville riding 5 winners for the RBR stable on a day when I had 5 
winners and 2 seconds from my 7 runners. 
 
 

     Ryan and Jamie celebrating 5 winners 
 

Now if you are keen to test your memory, this month we are running a little competition with a prize of $150 Balfs 
Bucks**.   All you have to do is name the five winners that I trained and that Jamie rode on this rather special day 
back in 2017.   
 
Send your entries to my email ryanbalfourracing@hotmail.com and the winner will be announced next month. 
 

** Balfs Bucks represent a credit that you can use in your future dealings with RBR. 

 

MEET AN RBR IDENTITY – JOHN BARNS!!! 
 
John is a key member of the RBR racing staff and brings a great deal of experience and capability to our stable.  It’s a 
hard act to follow Scott Leckey (last month’s) in anything but here are John’s responses to our questions: 
 
We asked John aka Thumper (John’s nickname) the following 10 question: 

 
1. Briefly describe your involvement with RBR racing 

 Co-ordinate track work 
 

2. What do you enjoy most about this involvement? 

 Winning. 
 

3. Can you describe your best ever day at the races? 

 July 30, 2000 final of the rising star series at Balaklava, owned and trained the winner Boogie Knight 
which brought a significant hole in the overdraft back to the black! 

 
4. Who is your hero? 

 I have no hero’s 
 

5. Favourite horse 

 Boogie Knight 

mailto:ryanbalfourracing@hotmail.com
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6. Favourite Jockey 

 Clare Lindop 
 

7. What is your favourite thing to do outside horse racing?  

 Hang out with my girlfriend, who fortunately is my wife. 
 

8. Have you ever won an award for anything? 

 Nope  
 

9. What is your favourite movie of all-time? 

 Chinatown  
 

10. If you could invite three people, living or dead, over for dinner who would 
they be? 

 Joan Armatrading (greatest singer songwriter of all time)                                     John doing what he does best!        

 Nobody else, I don’t like crowds.  

 

ASK ME ANYTHING 
 
One of things I took away from our series of Owners for Owners functions is the range of questions  
that I get asked about all matter of things related to the industry, and I do not want anyone to wait  
until our next function if there is something on their mind that they would like to ask me.  
 

 Remember if you have a question then it is more than likely that some others in the owners group will have 
a similar question 

 So, just send an email titled ‘Ask Rhino’ to RBR email with any questions - ryanbalfourracing@hotmail.com 

 We will promote my responses in further newsletters.  
 

 

Yours in Racing - Ryan Balfour  
 

PS 
 
Just a quick shout out to one of our Canberra based owner Jason 
Ryman who will soon be celebrating his 50th birthday.   
 
A fine half century indeed, with many more to come. 

 

 

 

 
 

'The horse I bet on was so slow, the jockey kept a diary of the trip.'  Henny Youngman 
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