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RYAN BALFOUR RACING MONTHLY NEWSLETTER  

It doesn’t matter what you eat between Christmas and New Year.  It’s what you eat between New Year and Christmas that really counts   
 

Welcome to the RBR Monthly update to owners – December 2021  

FROM RYAN   
  

I want to begin this message with an enormous thank you to each and every one of the RBR ownership group for 

their support and encouragement over the last twelve months.     

  

I would also like to acknowledge the wonderful efforts and skills shown 

by the RBR staff throughout 2021 in looking after your horses with the 

utmost care and professionalism.  Without wanting to single anyone out I 
must say a special thanks to my mum Robyn for her love and support 

during 2021.  

  

It has been an interesting and challenging year for all of us, and I 

genuinely hope that you and your family and friends have a safe, happy 

and prosperous Christmas period.  

  

The stable is still at full throttle and I hope we can deliver a couple of winners during the holiday period to help fill 

your Christmas stockings.   

  

During the last month we have enjoyed a bit of success, with a double at the Christmas Twilight meeting at 

headquarters with Tradewind and Fighting McLaren and of course the consecutive ‘Listed’ wins by Outlaws Revenge 

in the ‘City of Marion’ and the time honoured ‘Christmas Handicaps’.    
  

It was a bit humbling to have my name on the same trophy as my dad, who won the Christmas handicap as both a 

jockey and a trainer.       
  
Ryan Balfour targets back-to-back stakes wins with Outlaws Revenge at Morphettville | The Advertiser (adelaidenow.com.au)  
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My idea of Christmas, whether old-fashioned or modern, is very simple: loving others. Come to think of it, why do we have to wait 

for Christmas to do that? – By Bob Hope  

 
A brief look back at 2021  
  
In this industry we always seem to be looking ahead, As Bart Cummings put it, 'A life in racing can seem to be nothing 
more than a succession of horses.  They come into the stables, they eat, they work, they race, they succeed or fail or 
get injured, they go to the spelling paddock or they retire."  
 
There is a cyclical nature to this business, but sometimes it pays to stop, take a breath, and look back on what we 
have been able to achieve.  
  
As we near the end of 2021 I am pleased to advise that RBR is sitting second on the SA Trainers premiership with 23 
wins and 42 minor placings.   I might add that there are a few more just around the corner.  
 
At a personal level one highlight of 2021 was the purchase on the 
Palentino x Wings of Alice filly, the half-sister to Outlaws Revenge.   
 
She has now been fully sold and I offer my thanks to those in the 
ownership group who have joined in to be part of this filly's exciting 
journey.   
 
Of course, I retained a small share for myself!                                                                                  Palentino X Wings of Alice 
 
At the same time, and to reflect the highs and lows of this wonderful industry, I still reflect on the absolute tragedy 
when Lil Kontra passed away as she was being transported to the Queensland Magic Millions sales.  
  
Another great result for the stable came in July with the sale of Kenobi to Hong Kong.  He is now racing under the 
name 'Phoenix Light' and we follow his progress with interest.  
  
Off the track, we managed to string together a few social events that brought the RBR Ownership group together, 
including;  
 

• RBR Owners for Owners function at the Highway  
• National Jockeys Trust race day  
• Dare to Dream Celebrations    
• Balaklava Cup Day  

 
It was also established that RBR was the best dressed stable with our fashionistas Scott Leckey and Dan Horrell 
winning just about every Fashions on the Field event across the state.   
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Christmas is doing a little something extra for someone. – By Charles Schulz  

 
A brief look forward into 2022  
 
COVID restrictions have continued to impact on our race day experiences, but at least at the moment, we are able to 
get trackside to see our horses perform.   Here's hoping for further relaxing of these restrictions following the Racing 
SA 'Double Jab' policy that comes into effect in the New Year.  I am sure we all look forward to the day when we can 
get back into the mounting yard pre and post-race.  
 
Next month the cycle begins again as I undertake my due diligence visiting stud farms to inspect the range of 
yearlings that will be on offer at the various sales in 2022.   My general strategy will be similar to last year with a 
particular focus on quality rather than quantity.   
 

If you have any interest or questions please email ryanbalfourracing@hotmail.com or call Graham Harvey on 
0414875262. 
 
COVID willing, we are hoping to deliver a few more social events in 2022 to build relationships across the RBR 
ownership group and to enhance your experience as an owner in RBR   
 

RBR Merchandise  
A number of you have contacted recently about purchasing some RBR merchandise.  We will be looking to place an 

order for some merchandise early in 2022, we will definitely keep you up to date about when and how we will do 
this. More information to come.    

  

Ask me anything   

Please remember if you have a question around your horse or RBR, please do not hesitate to give me a call to discuss 

further, or 'Ask Rhino' via email. - ryanbalfourracing@hotmail.com  

 

Yours in Racing - Ryan Balfour   
 

As long as we know in our hearts what Christmas ought to be, Christmas is. – By Eric Sevareid  
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