
 

Sourcing Bloodstock in the UK to Race in Australia 

Executive Summary                          

Anglo Australian Racing (AAR), was launched in 2014 with the goal of developing rather than 
buying Stayers to race in Australia. Using the latest genetic analysis in conjunction with 
experts proven in identifying top quality young horses, we bought 6 yearlings from the 
European yearling sales and allowed them time to develop and mature. A number of the 
original purchasers will be racing in Australia in 2017. 

AAR is now launching a new syndicate in 2016 with 3 horses; 2 top class yearlings and one 
proven older horse (see attached horse profiles and video). 

Background 

The Melbourne Cup is known as the race that stops the 
nation. With £2.5m in first prize money, and place money 
down to 10th, it is one of the world’s richest races. It has 
always been a target for wealthy owners and in recent years 
the race’s popularity has skyrocketed internationally. 

A few years ago individuals & syndicates in Australia and 
elsewhere would be buying Melbourne Cup prospects for 
£300,000 or £400,000, a solid Cup prospect can now easily be 
£1 million+ and even at that price they are very difficult to buy. 

We do not underestimate the difficulty in selecting a horse good enough to run in the 
Melbourne Cup. The opportunities for Stayers in Australia below the very highest level are 
such that a good European stayer has every chance of earning AUD$100,000’s when they 
reach Australia. This provides potentially two opportunities for returns for investors: 

Horses can be sold outright to race in Australia 
Horses can be part sold, with UK investors staying involved in the horses career in Australia 



The key is identifying and developing good horses. 
 
 

Our Focus 
 
AAR buys well-bred athletic horses with stamina in their 
pedigrees. However unlike the majority of buyers we do 
not look for early overpriced types, we are happy to buy 
more backward horses with the right profile that given 
time can deliver their substantial future potential & 
upside.  
 
 

Enhanced Selection Process 
 
Performance Genetics has built a single unified prediction model for Anglo Australian 
Racing that uses both genetic markers, via sequencing DNA from a hair sample, and 
cardiovascular parameters, measured via echocardiographic ultrasound.  
 
Correlations have been found in peer reviewed papers between measures of racing 
performance and echocardiographic measures, and it has also been suggested that maximal 
oxygen consumption and heart size are more important predictors of performance for 
horses that run longer distances because their energy consumption is mainly aerobic. 
Resting measurements have been used in scientific studies to identify elite performers on 
the assumption that measurements of a horse’s heart at rest are directly related to the 
same horse’s cardiac function during exercise. Genetic markers have also been found that 
are related not only to optimal racing distance, via the genes that regulate muscle mass and 
fiber type, but also racing class, with variation in the genes associated with mitochondrial 
respiration, lactate metabolism and muscle contraction. Multiple genomic regions have 
been found to be associated with performance ability, indicating that many genes 
contribute to racecourse performance. 
 
Utilizing a database with genetic and cardiac information on over 3,000 horses, including 
previous winners of The Melbourne Cup, Ascot Gold Cup, and English, Irish and French 
Derbys, Performance Genetics has built a prediction model specifically tailored towards 
selecting horses that will be best suited genetically for races beyond 10 furlongs and have 
the cardiac capacity to complement their genetic makeup. 
Trainer Jeremy Gask has been working closely with Performance Genetics’ Byron Rogers, 
including having the vast majority of horses in training at Horses First Racing genetically 
tested. The results were remarkably accurate in relation to racecourse performance (further 
details are available). 
 
Below is an example of a report done from 2014: 

http://performancegenetics.com/


 
 

Every 6 months the entire database in updated with the latest results from the track and the 

accuracy of the testing is further improved.  



Enhanced Training Process               
 
It is anticipated that because of the type of horse we are targeting a percentage of those 
purchased will potentially not run as two year olds. Each horse will be trained as an 
individual and the focus will be on the long term development of their careers. 
Using the latest equipment; high speed treadmill, heart rate monitoring, lactate testing, 
along with more standard veterinary procedures (x-rays, etc.), each horse will be closely 
monitored to ensure they are coping with every step of their training. As the horses mature 
the data gathered will also be a strong indicator as to the horse’s ability and long-term value 
to the partnership. 

 

Facilities, Technology, Old & New 
 
Anglo Australian Racing has use of the latest state-of-the-art training facilities in Hampshire, 
on the 310 acre estate at Danebury Racing Stables. With 62 boxes, 5 x grass gallops 
including 1m straight peat gallop (over 150 years old), 10f horseshoe, winter gallops (turf), 2 
all weather gallops 1m straight and 1m+ round, a high-speed equine treadmill with Altitude 
Training Chamber, a Vitafloor, and a large walker. The facilities are world class. You can see 
a video of some of the gallops here. 
 
Jeremy uses the latest and most advanced GPS, heart rate, and lactate testing technology in 
his training programs. For those owners interested he is happy to share all the information 
gathered with you. 

  

 

Low Upfront Costs 
 
Horses First Racing charge the syndicate no setup costs, no administrative charges, or any 
other ongoing management fees. Horses First Racing receive a flat 10% share of all profits 
after all expenses. 
 
Performance Genetics are waving their testing fees in 2016 and will instead receive 5% of 
any profits made on each horse in the syndicate. 

  

https://vimeo.com/167394989


Trading Strategy 
 
AAR will continue with a trading strategy that focuses on having horses race where they can 
be most successful, be that in Australia, in the UK, or as jumpers. Weaker stock will be sold 
at public auction or privately. The partnership will be open to selling ½ shares in horses they 
wish to stay involved in - while recouping cash for investors.  

 

The Financials 
 
AAR is raising £250,000 at an investment of £25,000 per share (10 shares).  
 
Horse sales will be managed by Eamonn Wilmott on behalf of the partners and each partner 
will be consulted prior to any sales. Decisions will be agreed by mutual consent when 
possible or by a vote per share (each £25,000 share will carry one vote). No dividends to be 
paid until all horses are sold. 
 
VAT/Partnership - The horses will be registered and raced under a partnership. The 
partnership is registered under the Racehorse Owners VAT scheme. Regular VAT 
repayments are expected and will be used towards the costs of training and racing. 
 
 

The People 
 

Eamonn Wilmott has established and grown successful web services 
businesses in the USA and the UK. He co-owns Horses First Racing, with 
leading Australian trainer, Jeremy Gask. Eamonn is also on the Board of 
the BHA ( British Horseracing Authority). Eamonn therefore brings wider 
commercial as well as industry specific experience to the venture. 
  
 

Jeremy Brummitt has experience in all aspects of the thoroughbred 
industry and has achieved conspicuous success buying young horses, 
including the reselling of a yearling filly he bought for £20k for £470k the 
following spring. He includes classic winner Masked Marvel among his 
yearling purchases and has had recent success buying young horses to 
succeed in prestigious international races such as Caravan Rolls On who 
won the Sandown Cup in Australia after being bought for just 25,000 

guineas. Jeremy also bought Kings Warrior who won the John Smiths Cup for 75,000 euros. 
Jeremy Brummitt will be contracted as the bloodstock adviser for this project and will work 
with Jeremy Gask to procure suitable yearlings for the business.  
 
 
 
 



Byron Rogers spent eight years at Arrowfield Stud in Australia as 
Stallion Nominations and Bloodstock Manager, part of the team that 
developed the careers of leading sires Redoute’s Choice, Flying Spur and 
Danzero. Byron extended his industry experience at Taylor Made Farm 
in Kentucky, where for three years he served as director of their 
stallion division, managing the careers of the likes of Unbridled’s 
Song, Forestry, Officer, Forest Danger, Northern Afleet and Southern 

Image as well as joint venture stallions Tiznow and Speightstown. Byron is the co-developer 
of and is a part owner of the pedigree rating system TrueNicks and also operates a 
thoroughbred genetic and performance evaluation company Performance Genetics LLC. 
Clients of Performance Genetics have, with the use of their technology, purchased the likes 
of Keen Ice, Verrazano, Divisidero, Arrogate, Fontiton among others. 
 
 

Jeremy Gask was a successful trainer in Australia with horses 
Reshuffles, Tingirana (who won multiple Group Race including on 
Melbourne Cup day), Ista Kareem, Fly For Me, before coming to the 
UK to work with Eamonn Wilmott. Jeremy has continued the success 
he enjoyed in Australia, where he trained over 250 winners, training 
black type performers Medicean Man and Anne of Kiev, as well as 
numerous other multiple winners. 

 

 

Recent Press 
 
From Racing.com: 
 

 



 
 

 
 



 


