
 

 

 

 

MUNCE RACING NEWSLETTER 

Welcome to our fifth edition of the Munce Racing Newsletter 

 

MUNCE RACING OPEN DAY – SUNDAY 26 MARCH 2017 

 

After a week of rain leading up to our Open Day, Sunday turned out to be a cracker.  Over 100 people attended and 

enjoyed the mid-morning sun, tasty food and viewed both our available yearlings and the ones that had been sold. 

Bernadette Cooper, retired jockey and now a presenter with Sky Racing, emceed the event and provided an 

informative and enjoyable discussion with Chris about the attributes of all the yearlings.  Steph Watkins from Magic 

Millions was also there providing her expert knowledge on the breeding side. 

A big thank you to everyone that could attend and make the morning such a success. 

We would also like to welcome to Munce Racing many wonderful new owners and wish you all a long and successful 

future with us. 

 

  
 

 

AVAILABLE YEARLINGS 

 

Love Conquers All x Nude Model (Reset) Bay Colt – 25% sold 

 

He is a relaxed, loose walking yearling with excellent scope, bone and hindquarters showing natural athleticism. 

On the dam's side the colt is from the same family as multiple Group 1 winner Able Friend (2015 Hong Kong Horse of 

the Year) and Group 1 winners Aperçu and Global News. 

The colt is paid up for the Queensland Thoroughbred Incentive Scheme (QTIS) and is eligible for nomination to the 

Magic Millions Race Series. 
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Hinchinbrook x Mystic Belle (Success Express) Bay Filly – 22.5% sold 

 

Chris is very impressed with this Hinchinbrook filly and thought she was one of the nicest fillies he saw at the Inglis 

Classic Yearling Sale.  She has a lovely deep girth, powerful hindquarters and is sensationally balanced.  Chris was also 

highly impressed with her breeding.   

This filly is bred on a highly successful nick between Snippets, sire of the dam of Hinchinbrook, and Success Express 

(USA), a renowned broodmare sire that has sired the dams of 31 stakes-winners headed by 11 Group I winners 

highlighted by Cox Plate winners Pinker Pinker, Savabeel and Shamus Award, not to mention sizzling sprint queens 

Sea Siren and Gold Edition. 

The filly will be aimed towards the Inglis Classic race next year for 2-year-olds.  Although she will mainly race here in 

Queensland, Chris will also look at races over the border for BOBS bonuses as well. 

 

 
 

 

Wicked Style x Zerotami (Tsuimai) Chestnut Filly– 15% sold 

 

An attractive and strong filly that really fits the mould.  She is athletic, elegant, moves well and Chris believes she was 

very good buy.  The filly is paid up for QTIS and is eligible for the Magic Millions Race Series. 
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EAGLE FARM VISIT TO SEE THE NEW STABLES 

 

A couple of weeks ago we were invited to visit Eagle Farm infield to see what our stables will look like once completed 

and I must say we were suitably impressed.  While our stables are still under construction, we were able to have a look 

at another trainer’s layout as ours will be exactly the same. 

The boxes are a good size of 4m x 4m, there is an all-weather walker which can hold 10 horses, 8 tie-up stalls, a sand 

roll and an office. 

We are very excited about the benefits the new stables will provide and are hoping to move in early May. 
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The origins of the modern thoroughbred: 

 
All modern Thoroughbreds trace back to three stallions imported into England from the Middle East in the 

late 17th and early 18th centuries: the Byerley Turk (1680s), the Darley Arabian (1704), and the Godolphin 

Arabian (1729). 

 

In last month’s newsletter we will looked at the Godolphin Arabian.  This month we look at the Darley 

Arabian. 

 

The Darley Arabian's story begins on the Syrian desert outside Aleppo, among the herds and tents of the 

Fedan Bedouins. Their Sheikh Mirza II owned a fine bay colt that caught the attention of the British Consul, 

Thomas Darley, a merchant and member of a local hunting club. One story says that Darley arranged for the 

purchase of the colt, then a yearling, for 300 golden sovereigns. Awaiting delivery of his prize, Darley learned 

that the Sheikh had reneged on the deal, claiming it impossible for him to part with his finest colt. Having the 

right sort of connections, Darley arranged with some sailors to acquire the colt by their own means and 

smuggle him out via Smyrna, which is apparently how the young stallion arrived in England, in 1704. 

 

Thomas Darley sent a message on to his brother, Richard at the family's seat at Aldby Hall, Buttercrambe, near 

Leedes, hopeful but unsure that the colt's exceptional quality would be appreciated by his fellow 

Yorkshiremen.  He explained that the colt was believed to be from one of the purest of Arabian strains, and 

his name was Manak or Manica, obviously, a reference to the famed "Muniqui" strain of Arabians noted for 

their swift paces. 

 

The Darley Arabian is known to have covered mares between the years 1706 to as late as 1719. He is said to 

have stood at Aldby until his death at the advanced age of 30 in 1730, at the end of his life the property of 

John Brewster Darley. 

 

The GSB notes that "He covered very few mares except Mr Darley's, who had very few well-bred besides 

Almanzor's dam." Despite this disadvantage, the Darley Arabian sired a tremendous number of good runners: 

Childers, Almanzor, Aleppo, Cupid, Brisk, Daedalus, Dart, Skipjack, Manica, Lord Lonsdale's Mare, and Lord 

Tracy's Mare. 

 

 


