
 

 

 

 

MUNCE RACING NEWSLETTER 

Welcome to our April edition of the Munce Racing Newsletter 

 

 

CHRIS TRAINS FIRST STAKES WINNER FOR EXCELEBRATION IN AUSTRALIA 

 

On the 9th of April at the Sunshine Coast Saint Patricks Day became the first winner in Australia for Coolmore shuttle 

stallion Excelebration and he is now the first southern hemisphere stakes winner after finishing off strongly to take out 

the Listed BRC Dalrello Stakes at Eagle Farm on the 29th April 2017. 

 

His sire was an exceptional 3-time Group 1 winning miler and Timeform Racehorses of 2012 stated that “Excelebration 

was close to being the best miler seen in Europe in recent years, with the obvious exception of Frankel.”  Timeform 

rated him 133 at 3 years and 133 at 4 years – only Frankel was higher.  He had wins over distances from 6 furlongs 

(1200m) to 8 furlongs (1600m).  Note that Excelebration’s sire is Australian Champion Sire of 2012/13 Exceed and 

Excel. 

 

His dam, Danahere (Dehere), was a very handy racemare and is a half-sister to Group 3 Rough Habit Stakes winner 

Amexed (Pentire) and the stakes-placed Digital Fortress (Savabeel). 

 

Saint Patricks Day was purchased for just $55,000 at the 2016 Gold Coast Magic Millions Yearling Sales.  However, the 

colt was too immature for the 2017 Magic Millions 2-year-old Classic in January, so after having just one start in 

December 2016 he was sent for a good spell to give him time to grow and mature.  This decision by Chris has now 

reaped its reward for the colt’s owners as he is now 2 starts for 2 wins this preparation. He will now be aimed towards 

the Group 1 JJ Atkins Stakes over 1600m on June 10 with the Group 2 Champagne Stakes and the BRC Sires' Produce 

Stakes also a possibility. 

 

  
 

Excelebration (Exceed & Excel – Sun Shower)  ‘Paddy’ and his jockey Ronnie Stewart 
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OUR ‘BABIES’ HAVE STARTED THEIR RACING CAREERS 

 

Apart from Saint Patricks Day, the stable has had plenty of our other 2-year-olds either commencing or returning from 

a spell and they have not disappointed their trainer either. 

 

Lucky Jackson, Helfuchi and Dazzling Grey all kicked off their racing careers this month and have shown Chris plenty of 

potential. 

Lucky Jackson’s first start was at Caloundra over 1200m and even though he got a little way back and a bit lost when 

the field came around him he fought on to hit the line strongly finishing off in fourth position.  His next start will be 

over 1400m which should be more to his liking. 

Helfuchi commenced her racing career over 1050m at Doomben on a Saturday.  By Helmet she is bred to be a middle 

distance and longer racehorse but she showed her class when finishing a strong third in the race even after stumbling 

near the start and then copping a decent knock in the home straight. 

Dazzling Grey had her first start on a Friday at Ipswich over 1200m and like Lucky Jackson and Helfuchi she showed her 

determination to fight back after leaving the gates slowly.  She ended up running third, only three and a half lengths of 

the winner. 

 

Returning 2-year-olds include Sir Cass, Skate To Paris and Washington Street.  All three came back from their spells in 

good order and have shown their potential in their first hit-outs. 

 

Last, but not least the return to racing of Ours to Keep and Champ Elect.  Kicking off their second preparation only a 

week apart, both horses showed that it won’t take either of them long to be back in the winner’s circle. 

 

Ours to Keep campaign started off in the Listed BRC Dalrello Stakes at Eagle Farm on the 29 April 2017.  Running a 

solid race after coming back from a spell he finished off in fourth position only 3 lengths off the winner, stablemate 

Saint Patricks Day.  He is nominated for this weekend in the Group 2 Moet Champagne Classic for 2-year-olds over 

1200m at Doomben. 

 

Champ Elect began her campaign in the Group 3 Ken Russell at the Gold Coast on the weekend gone.  Unfortunately, 

barrier 13 did not help and neither did losing a shoe in the run.  It was a good solid run that will bring her on for the 

upcoming races during the Winter Carnival like the BRC Sires Produce over 1400m at Eagle Farm on the 27th of May. 

 

    
Helfuchi – barrier trial     Dazzling Grey - barrier trail 
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SHERRIN THE LOVE AND STABLE APPRENTICE JOCKEY MICHAEL MURPHY 

 

It may not be Jay Ford and Takeover Target or more recently Hugh Bowman and Winx but Munce Racing’s apprentice 

jockey Michael Murphy has struck up a bit of a partnership with Sherrin The Love in April.  The 4-year-old Northern 

Meteor mare had her first start in December 2015 but then did not race again until March this year where she ran a 

solid fourth in a Fillies & Mares Maiden over 1200m.  She followed this up with another fourth over 1400m 2 weeks 

later.  However, since then she has raced 3 times for 2 wins and a second placing.  Her overall race record is now 6starts 

for 2 wins and a second. 

Michael has been her jockey since she has come back from her spell and has the stats of 5 starts for 2 wins and second 

– not too bad at all. 

Their next race together is this Wednesday at Ipswich over 1510m and we wish them all the best in continuing their 

winning combination. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

WE ARE NOW TAKING PAYMENTS WITH CREDIT CARDS 

 

Payment of Munce Racing’s monthly accounts by credit card is now available. 

 

If you would like to manage your account this way, please phone Cathy on 0418 221 545 or email Munce Racing at 

admin@munceracing.com.au to provide your credit card details. 

 

Munce Racing will arrange the payment, send you a receipt and a full copy of the month’s account. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:admin@munceracing.com.au


 

 

 

 

MUNCE RACING NEWSLETTER 

The origins of the modern thoroughbred: 

 
All modern Thoroughbreds trace back to three stallions imported into England from the Middle East in the 

late 17th and early 18th centuries: the Byerley Turk (1680s), the Darley Arabian (1704), and the Godolphin 

Arabian (1729). 

 

Over the last 2 months we have looked at the more well-known stallions in the Godolphin Arabian and the 

Darley Arabian.  This month we look at the Byerley Turk (also spelt Byerly Turk). 

 

The story of the Byerley Turk begins at the siege of Buda in Hungary in 1688, when a fine brown charger was 

taken from a captured Turkish officer by Captain Robert Byerley of the Sixth Dragoon Guards under King 

William III of Orange. The horse was believed to be about eight years old at the time, placing his year of birth 

at around 1679. The stallion served as Byerley's war horse when he was dispatched to Ireland in 1689 during 

King William's War. In 1690, public records show a race meeting was held in the spring at Down Royal in 

Northern Ireland, at which the top prize, the Silver Bell, was won by Captain Byerley's charger. Later that 

same year, the stallion was used during the Battle of the Boyne, July 12, 1690, versus the forces of King James 

II. 

He was a dark brown or black horse of unknown breeding, but described in historic accounts as an Arabian. At 

the time, Turkish horses were described as descended from "those of Arabia or Persia", but stated that they 

were longer in the body and of a larger size.  He was described as a horse of elegance, courage and speed. 

Many of his offspring were also noted to have been either bay or black. 

 

The Byerley Turk first entered stud in England, at the family seat at Middridge Grange, County 
Durham and later stood at Byerley's Goldsborough Hall, near Knaresborough, in Yorkshire. It is said 
that he covered few ‘bred’ mares during either period of his stud career, which makes the results 
even more remarkable. He was known to be at stud as late as 1701.  It's possible that his remains are 
buried somewhere on the Goldsborough estate. 
 
Even though he only covered a few ‘bred’ mares his most significant sons include: 

 Black Hearty, black colt born c. 1695, ‘a famous Horse of Sir George Fletcher’ 
 Grasshopper or Bristol Grasshopper, c. 1695, won the Town Plate at Nottingham under 10 

stone 
 Jigg, c. 1701, a bay colt of middling ability who became the sire of Partner, a four-time leading 

sire. Partner would go on to sire Tartar, who was the sire of Herod (1738).  Herod founded one of 
the three sire lines from which all modern thoroughbreds descend, the other lines being 
founded by Eclipse and Matchem 

 Basto, a nearly black colt born c. 1704, who won several match races from 1708-1710. 
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