
 

 

 

 

MUNCE RACING NEWSLETTER 

Welcome to our August edition of the Munce Racing Newsletter 

 

 

THE 2017/18 SEASON BEGINS 

 

It is amazing how quickly time flies.  We have already completed a month of racing for the new season and shortly the 

2-year-old races will begin in the lead up to the 2018 Magic Millions.  With just over fifty starters so far, a few miles 

have been clocked up with our horses travelling from our stables at Eagle Farm to Toowoomba, Sunshine Coast, Gold 

Coast, Beaudesert, Murwillumbah, Kilcoy and across the road to Doomben. 

 

We are all looking forward to the 2017/18 season as all our horses and staff are benefiting from the new stables and 

have now settled into the daily routine. 

 

We would also like to wish all our owners the best of luck for the 2017/18 racing season.  

 

 

OUR BABIES ARE NOW BIG TWO-YEAR-OLDS 

 

Apart from the new racing season kicking off on the 1st of August, the date also means all our horses have turned a year 

older. 

These are exciting times as the yearlings purchased at the beginning of the year are all now 2-year-olds and are at 

various stages of their education.  After the sales they were sent back out to the paddock while they continued to 

mature and grow.  After a few months out enjoying the winter sun on their backs they were gradually sent to the 

breakers to learn the ropes.  Depending on how they handle the experience some of them went back out to let it all 

soak in while others were able to come into the stables for a short preparation to get them used to the stable life and 

routine. 

Chris has been most impressed with how all the babies have been handling their introduction to racing life and how 

they are progressing however he is of the belief that they should not be pushed to make the early races if they are not 

ready both mentally and physically.  It is important that each horse is given the proper time and education to be able to 

cope with the workload.  This way your horse has a greater chance of a long and prosperous racing career. 
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MORE 2-YEAR-OLDS HAVE BEEN NAMED 

 

 

   
Mystic Brook (Hinchinbrook x Mystic Belle filly)  Ceol Na Mara (Your Song x La Marama filly) 

 

 

 
Amron (Skilled x Jamaican Spur filly) 
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WHERE HAS STABLE BOSS WICKED INTENT BEEN? 

 

Wicked Intent last raced on the 21st January this year and since then our stable stalwart has been over a few hurdles as 

he works his way back into the stables to continue with his racing career. 

After his last start it was decided to send him out to Gatton University Vet for a small laser treatment on his vocal 

chords.  It was while he was recovering that he contracted a bout of pleuropneumonia (an infection in the lungs).  He 

lost a great deal of weight and it definitely took its’ toll on him.  Yet our little champion showed us how tough he was 

by fighting back and after time spent being boxed, hand walked and gradual reintroduction to his feed he was on his 

way back. 

But the racing Gods were not quite finished with Otis and decided he needed to go through one more round with Floyd 

Mayweather before he could go back to racing……. 

As he continued to improve from his lung infection he somehow managed to injure his near-side eye and had to start 

on a new recovery path to save his eye.  With a drain inserted and on antibiotics he remained at the Gatton University 

until he was able to be moved to Bahram to for his recovery.  Although he had a long way to go and given what he had 

already been through our tough little horse deserved a break. 

After arriving at Bahram, mid-May, he was looked after by Bernie and her team and reports showed he was in good 

hands.  With a vet on site, they were able to keep a close eye on him, (pardon the pun), and ensured that he was always 

given plenty of TLC.  He was boxed at night but during the day his had access to a small day yard.  He wore a fly veil for 

protection and the guys from Bahram hand walked him each day. 

As the weeks went on he showed he was on his way back.  His was soon sticking out his tongue for the guys to play 

with, was being a guts with the carrots and his coat began to take on a healthy shine. 

By mid-June he was at the stage where he could leave Bahram and head out to Eureka Stud to begin his spell.  His eye 

still had a little bit of scaring however his vert said this would continue to fade and decrease in size over time. 

After three weeks at Eureka reports were that he was ‘happier than a pig in mud’.  Kicking up his heels around the 

paddock and loving life. 

And where is Otis now you may ask??  Well after a good 6-8 week break he is now back at Bahram in pre-training for 

his return to the stables.  He is doing work on the treadmill and water-walker and ruling the roost at Bahram.  Bernie 

says that he is the King of Bahram and is definitely acting that way.  He is very happy, healthy and even though he still 

has a small amount of scarring on his eye it is not affecting him in anyway. 

Everybody at the stables is looking forward to the day he returns to work as he has been very much missed and after all 

that he has been through over the last six to seven months it is a huge credit to his owners, Chris and the people that 

have looked after him during this time. 

 

Box 1 will be ready for Otis when he arrives at Eagle Farm……. 
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WICKED INTENT 

 

 
Otis At Oakwood in February during recovery from the pleuropneumonia 

 

 

 

  
Otis’s eye 24/04/17     Otis – 28/05/17    His coat is looking great 
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Otis – 14/06/17   - Look at the shine in his coat! 

 

 

 

   
Photo taken on the 04/09 at Bahram   Photo taken on the 04/09 at Bahram 
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AN UPDATE ON THE EAGLE FARM TRACK 

 

To say it was disappointing to see the closing of the Eagle Farm track it had to be done due to the state of its much-

maligned surface.  But with both jockeys and trainers venting frustrations over the condition of the track the decision 

was made to close it down and seek an independent report on how to fix the problem. 

Racing Queensland appointed former Victoria Racing Club CEO Dale Monteith to conduct the review, after a direction 

from Racing Minister Grace Grace to Racing Queensland to take all necessary steps to ensure Eagle Farm is returned to 

a fit state for racing. 

The Monteith report, handed down in August, recommended a major refurbishment of the track including the total 

removal of the existing grass and thatch layer and re-blending the profile to include angular sand types to improve 

stability. 

Tenders for turf and sand are being analysed closely to ensure the quality is up to the standard required in the quantity 

needed to complete the job. 

The tender period for the construction elements has concluded with assessment to begin on the submissions.  A 

superintendent for the project will be appointed in the coming days. 

In the meantime, Brisbane Racing Club has performed preliminary work on the track, removing the running rail and 

mowing the grass as low as possible while removing clippings and debris to prepare for the removal of the top 70mm 

of the surface. Work is expected to begin after the construction tender is awarded 

The time-line for completion remains the end of April, 2018. 

 

 

QUESTIONS POSED TO MUNCE RACING 

 

We have recently been asked, by some of our new owners, the question ‘Why is my horse nominated for more than 

one race?’ 

Hopefully the below answer will be helpful for both our new and existing owners. 

 
As an owner, your horse may be nominated for more than one race during any upcoming week.  
Chris does this to ensure he finds the best possible race for your horse to be competitive in and have 
a better winning chance.   
 
When your horse is racing, as an owner, you will receive emails from Munce Racing advising that 
your horse has been nominated for a race. This will be followed the next day by an email advising 
the weight your horse has been allocated for the race.  If the horse is an acceptor you will receive a 
final email advising details such as the race number, time, barrier draw and the jockeys declared.   
 
On some occasions both nominations and weights are declared for the horse but then the horse 
isn’t an acceptor.  This does happen as we may have nominated for another upcoming race as the 
following factors are taken into consideration- barrier draw, track conditions and weight allocation.  
We look for the most suitable race for your horse to give them every opportunity to perform at their 
best.  We will always notify you when this occurs.        
 
In some instances, due to the acceptance closing times for the races, Chris may have to accept for 
more than one race with your horse.  Once a final decision is made on which way to proceed you will 
receive a pre-race audio report. 
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STABLES VISITS TO EAGLE FARM 

 

When your horse is in training we welcome you to come and visit your horse and our stables.  You can do this by 

contacting admin@munceracing.com.au to arrange a mutually agreeable time.  Cathy or Chris, or one of our stable 

team will be happy to show you your horse and give you a tour of our new Eagle Farm stables. 

 

Also, don’t forget you are more than welcome to attend and watch any of the trials your horse runs in and talk with 

Chris after the trial. 

 

 

HORSES AVAILABLE 

 

Wicked Style x Zerotami Filly 

 

An attractive and strong chestnut filly that really fits the mould.  She is athletic, elegant, moves well and Chris believes 

she was a very good buy. 

 

The filly has recently completed her refresher time at the breakers and has been in the stables since the middle of 

August going through her education for this preparation.  She has had a couple of pieces of 3/4 pace work recently and 

Chris will start to increase her workload over the next two weeks.  Chris will then see how she is handling it all and 

where she is up to before determining where to go with her next. 

. 

The filly is paid up for the Queensland Thoroughbred Incentive Scheme (QTIS) and is eligible for nomination to the 

Magic Millions Race Series. 

 

 
Photo taken mid-July 
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HORSES AVAILABLE (cont’d) 

 

Written Tycoon x Verkko Filly 

 

Chris has said that when he first saw her she looked a very strong type and had a good walk on her.  A very athletic 

type of filly.  He thought there was a lot of depth to her pedigree which suggested she was a worthwhile prospect not 

only as a racehorse but also as a broodmare in the future.  Her pedigree is littered with Black Type winners. 

 

Her sire, Written Tycoon was champion first season sire in Australia 2010/11, champion 2-year-old sire in Australia 

2015/16 and is the sire of 3 individual G1 winners – Capitalist (winner of 2016 Magic Millions Classic and Golden 

Slipper), Music Magnate and Luna Rossa. 

 

Her dam, Verkko (Flying Spur) is closely related to Almighty Girl and Zodiac Ruler. 

 

She comes from the same family as Laisserfaire, A Time for Julia, Foreplay, Time Thief and Centennial Park. 

 

The filly is a September foal which he thinks may help him come a little bit early with her but whether she is a real early 

2-year-old (October to before Christmas) he is not sure.  But she does look like the type of filly that will race as a 2-

year-old and then go on to the 3-year-old races. 

 

She will be aimed towards the 2018 Magic Millions 2-year-old Classic in January. 

 

Her full brother, KARISTO, had his first start in New Zealand at Te Rapa back in June where he ran a creditable second. 

Trained by Murray Baker, they have a very high opinion of the colt and there is a bit of hype around him so it should be 

very interesting to see how he continues on. 

 

The filly is currently having a well-deserved break after her first preparation in the stable.  She spent approximately 

two weeks going through her education.  Chris was very impressed with how she handled the experience. 

 

 
Photo taken mid-July 
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VOTE FOR LUST – SO BAD HE WAS GOOD 

 

If you follow horseracing, then you may know the story of Vote for Lust but if not you are missing out on a 

story legends are made of. 

 

The bay gelding by Voting out of the mare Lust for Spring (Mustin Lake) had the bad luck of being a really 

slow racehorse remaining a maiden for his entire racing career and having the reputation as ‘Australia’s worst 

racehorse’. 

 

Retired as an evergreen 10-year-old back in 2012, Vote for Lust had a race record of 90 starts for 0 wins x 5 

seconds and 5 third placings.  His prizemoney of $22,000 just paid his bills.  Trainer and owner John 

Castleman once said ‘he's just really, really bad. He just doesn't go fast.’  He had hoped to get the gelding to 

his 100th race and that maybe he would finally win at start 100 however a foot abscess out an end to the plan 

and his racing career.  Even champion jockey Glenn Boss could not work his magic to get the gelding across 

the line first.  At race number 87 Boss was asked to ride the horse in a in a public relations gimmick held at 

Mildura one day.  That day he finished 8th of 10 runners and some 13 lengths behind the winner. 

 

But even though he was hopeless as a racehorse Vote for Lust was invaluable as a horse for all occasions 

away from the track.  “He was good to have around the place, he was everyone's mate," said Castleman.  He 

was quiet as and they would take him to partner horses.  He was so good natured and the calming influence 

on the more jittery horses.  At races, Vote for Lust would welcome bigger crowds than the faster more 

successful horses.  He had a cult following and at one stage had a Facebook page and a Twitter account.  Fans 

would ask to have their photo taken with him at the races. 

 

Upon his retirement, Vote for Lust was given to Castleman’s granddaughter. 

 

 

  
Vote for Lust with Glenn Boss on board   Enjoying retirement 
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