
 

 

 

 

MUNCE RACING NEWSLETTER 

Welcome to our February 2018 edition of the Munce Racing Newsletter 

 

 

THE 2018 GOLD COAST MARCH YEARLING SALES 19th -20th MARCH 

 

In a couple of weeks’ time, Chris will be attending the March Yearling Sales at the Magic Millions complex down the 

Gold Coast.  He has been studying the catalogue making notes and researching the new lot of yearlings.  He will also 

be out and about over the next couple of weeks inspecting the yearlings. 

 

Over the last few years Chris has been successful in finding good valued yearlings at these sales including Skate to 

Paris, Ours to Keep, Nicconi Leggera and of course Wicked Intent. 

 

Details and images of horses purchased will be available on our web page www.munceracing.com.au  Make sure you 

keep an eye out for this and if you or any family, friends or colleagues are interested in buying an ownership in one of 

the new yearlings please do not hesitate in contacting us. 

 

If you would like Chris to inspect or purchase a yearling on your behalf do not hesitate in contacting him to discuss. 

 

 

THE 2018 JEWEL OF THE COAST RACE DAY – 17TH MARCH 

 

The Saturday prior to the March Yearling Sales is the Jewel of the Coast Race Day.  Previously known as the Gold Coast 

Stakes Day it is one of the Gold Coast Turf Club’s premium race days. 

 

It will feature the inaugural running of the $250,000 QTIS 2YO Jewel and the $125,000 QTIS 3YO Jewel.  Both races are 

run over 1200 metres.  The longstanding $100,000 Moco Food Services Gold Coast Stakes and $100,000 Carbine Club 

of Queensland Goldmarket are still part of the race day and will make up the Metropolitan meeting of 9 races in total. 

 

Chris is looking to take a team of horses down to race on the day including Skate to Paris, Boomsara, and Johnny 

Whitesox. 

 

           
      Johnny Whitesox                                                    Skate to Paris                                Boomsara 

 

 

 

 

http://www.munceracing.com.au/
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THE 2018 INGLIS CLASSIC YEARLING SALE 10th -13th FEBRUARY 

 

Held for the first time at the new headquarters of Inglis Riverside Stables, adjacent to Warwick Farm, the Classic Sale 

proved to be a success with strong trading across the four days.  The sale kicked off on the Saturday night after the 

Inglis Series Race Day and Munce Racing was in attendance with both Chris and Cathy making the trip down. 

 

Our first successful purchase was a colt by Smart Missile on the second day followed by a colt by Time for War on the 

third day. 

 

Lot 164 – Smart Missile x Tempting Lady (bay colt) 

 

He is a cracking colt and because he is an August foal he has every chance of going early.  His x-rays were 
clean and he scoped clean as well.  Chris said he had a lot to do with the family when he was riding at Gai 
Waterhouse’s stable and said they were good, tough gallopers. 
 
He is sired by Smart Missile, the current 2017/18 Australian Season 3 Sires’ leader and his dam is by Northern 

Meteor the 2012/13 champion first-season sire. 

 

On both sides of the family is the Gooree Park American bred mare Explosive by Fappiano (USA).  She was 

imported by Gooree Park owner Eduardo Cojuangco due to her bloodlines. Explosive is found on both sides 

of the family.  She is the dam of Comical Smile who produced our colt’s sire Smart Missile and she is the dam 

of Australian champion Northern Meteor who is the sire of the colt’s dam Tempting Lady.  His grand dam, 

Tempest Morn (Thunder Gulch – USA), was the winner of 2 Group 1 races - Australasian Oaks and the 

Australia Stakes, Chris actually rode her when she won her maiden race. 

He is from the same Group winning family of Good Standing (G2/G3), Tempt Me Not (G3) and Pasikatera 

(G3). 

 

There is still ownership available in the colt so if you are interested please contact us either via our webpage 

http://munceracing.com.au or email us at admin@munceracing.com.au 
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Lot 375 – Time for War x Emerald Downs (bay colt) 

 

Chris said, "he is a lovely colt with a muscular physique that grabbed my attention as soon as I saw him".  He 

also said the colt reminds him a lot of his sire. 

 

His sire, Time for War (Snitzel), won the G2 Pago Pago in 2014.  He finished fourth in the G1 Sires’ Produce 

two weeks later, and a month after that bested eventual multiple Group 1 winning sprinter Brazen Beau in 

the G2 BRC Sires’ Produce.  He comes from the same family as Group 1 winners Lucky Owners and Mosheen. 

Unfortunately, Time for War passed away from a colic attack in 2016 after only standing at stud for 2 seasons 

so there will be a very limited number of his progeny.  His dam is a half-sister to Group 1 winner Turffontein, 

Lady Gracious and Graces Spirit and comes from the same family as Affable and Vergara. 

 

As an added bonus Kitchwin Hills (where Time for War used to stand and who bred the yearling) have 

retained some ownership in him which shows they must really like him. 

 

There is still ownership available in the colt so if you are interested please contact us either via our webpage 

http://munceracing.com.au or email us at admin@munceracing.com.au 

 

 

 

 

HORSES AVAILABLE 

 

Shooting to Win x Coco Kerringle (bay filly) 

 

She is a stunning filly by first season sire Shooting to Win.  This filly really fits the mould, she is extremely athletic, 

elegant and a beautiful moving filly.  Chris believes she will be an early running type two-year-old and thought she was 

a very good buy. 

Her sire Shooting to Win is by the ill-fated champion stallion Northern Meteor.  He won the G1 Caulfield Guineas and 

was an impressive winner of the G2 Stan Fox Stakes.  The only other horse to do this double was the great Lonhro. 

Her dam, Coco Kerringle, is a half-sister to Mirjurlisa Lass winner of the Group 1 Stormqueen (now known as the Vinery 

Stud Stakes). 

 

The filly has been broken in and prior to returning to Oakwood Farm she had a week in the stable, where she 
has been out on the track, through the barriers and went three quarter pace over 600 metres.  Chris was very 
happy with how she progressed here in the stable as she settled in nicely and coped with the work very well. 
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There is still ownership available in the filly so if you are interested please contact us either via our webpage 

http://munceracing.com.au or email us at admin@munceracing.com.au 

 

 
  

Toronado x Emma Princess (bay filly) 

 

This beautifully bred filly by Toronado (High Chaparral) was a great value buy and looks to be a type that will be up and 

running early.  Chris says she is a lovey mover, physically powerful, tractable and shows plenty of toughness. 

 

Her sire is a UK champion.  Undefeated in 3 runs as a 2-year old and winning the Group 2 Champagne Stakes at 

Doncaster.  As a 3-year old he won the G1 Glorious Goodwood and the Group 3 Craven Stakes and at 4 years of age he 

won the Group 1 Queen Anne Stakes at Royal Ascot. 

In a recent editorial in French racing newspaper Jour De Galop they were quoted as saying that Toronado was, 

according to the ratings, the best miler to enter the stud farm Bouquetot Stud, in France, in the last three years. 

 

Our filly’s dam, Emma Princess, was stakes placed as a 2-year old, pre-Christmas, in the Herald Sun Sprint, third 

behind Hips Don’t Lie and Marveen.  An added plus is that her breeder liked her so much that he has decided to remain 

as a part owner. 

 

The filly has been broken in and is currently back out at Oakwood Farm have a well-deserved break of around 

3 to 4 weeks before coming into the stables to begin her education. 

 

There is still ownership available in the filly so if you are interested please contact us either via our webpage 

http://munceracing.com.au or email us at admin@munceracing.com.au 

 

 

http://munceracing.com.au/
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AROUND THE STABLE 

 

2-Year-Olds 

 

All our 2-year-olds are progressing along nicely.  Some are up and racing while others are going through their 

education and training. 

 

There were a few that had their first and /or second official barrier trials in February.  Boomsara, Deneuve, Mystic 

Brook, Racecourse Road, Amron, Elaborate and Firande all shaped up in their respective trials.  While some have gone 

out for a spell to give them time to take it all in, the others have stepped up to have their first starts. 

 

Mulga Thumper and Spirit of Cherokee kicked off their 2-year-old campaigns in February.  They both had a couple of 

starts each and while they may not have scored a win they both showed Chris their potential to win races in the near 

future. 

 

After his first official barrier trial on the 6th of February Boomsara had his first start.  It was a mad dash over the 900 

metres at the Gold Coast.  Ridden by Matty McGillivray the Spirit of Boom gelding showed his courage and fight by 

knuckling down and taking the gap when it opened up in front of him.  He crossed the finish line three quarters of a 

length in front of Defence Missile who had staged a late attack on him. 

 

 
Boomsara 

 

   
                          Mystic Brook – barrier trial                                               Firande – barrier trial 
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Older Horses – Winner, Winner! 

 

Appreciated, Argie Bargie, Martinelli and Snow Fields were all winners in the month of February for Munce Racing 

 

Appreciated broke his maiden status at the beginning of the month at the Sunshine Coast on a track that was classed 

as a Heavy 10.  In a small field of five it did not help that he was slightly tardy out of the gates and for most of the race 

he was sitting well back behind the leaders.  However, jockey Les Tilley did not worry and let the horse travel along 

saving his energy for when it was needed.  Heading down the straight you could see he was racing a bit greenly but 

Tilley managed to get the gelding to focus and as they hit the 100 metre mark he stretched out to gather up the 

leaders as they passed the line. A photo finish showed that Appreciated got his nose down first for the win. 

 

 
 

 

Argie Bargie notched up her second win at the Sunshine Coast over 1400 metres with a true gutsy win.  Racing on a 

Heavy 9 track and the rail out 11 metres for the entire course she also had to contend with the saddle slipping and 

losing her two front shoes in the run.  This meant that chasing down race leader Baby Merlin was going to be hard work 

but with jockey Matty McGillivray on board she was able to grab him with 50 meters to go and take the win by a neck. 
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‘She had a lot of weight to carry today and on the heavy 10 it was always going to be a bit of a concern but full credit to 

her she was very brave and toughed it right out.  Her second up form is actually pretty good and this distance of 1200-

1300 metres suits her well.  It was a very nice win.’ said trainer Chris Munce after her win at Ipswich over the 1200 

metres.  A good tactical ride by jockey Brad Stewart saw her sitting in the box seat by the 800 metre mark behind Send 

Us A Sign.  As they swung into the home straight Snow Fields on the outside of Send Us A Sign and Temujin’s Moon on 

the inside rail formed a line of three across the track.  However, in the final hundred, Temujin’s Moon dropped out and 

Snow Fields dug deep to pull away from Send Us A Sign and the late challenge of Ruling Queen to go on and win by a 

length. 

 

 
 

 

Facing a track rated as a Heavy 9 and four other runners Martinelli was back in the winner’s circle after a seven-month 

long layoff with a first up win at Ipswich on a Wednesday.  With apprentice Boris Thornton up Martinelli went to the 

lead and controlled the race from the get go.  Known for his tenacity he held off both Rejuvenate and Stryke of Delight 

to pull away and win the race by a length.  There was no one happier on the day than his trainer.  ‘It was a great ride by 

Boris.  He rated him nicely and did not try and pull him around, he just let him stride.’ 

Martinelli’s win that day gave the stable a winning double as Snow Fields had taken out the race prior. 
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Other Noteworthy Mentions 

 

Our Esposito scoring her first placing for her owners. 

Johnny Whitesox running a strong second on a Saturday in Brisbane after a first up win at Ipswich. 

Argie Bargie running second at the Sunshine Coast before her win three weeks later at the same track. 

Ultimate Reality scored a second placing first up from a spell. 

Constantine second up from a spell notching up a third placing. 

 

There was only one of these horses that raced on a track that was not rated a Heavy 9 or 10.  Ultimate Reality ran on a 

Good 4 at Ipswich……. 

 

Good thing for us that our horses could handle the heavy tracks that February served up! 

 
 

Retirements 

 

Since Dodge the Press was retired to become an equestrian horse we have had a couple more horses retire to greener 

pastures to enjoy themselves after providing their owners some exciting times. 

 

Nicconi Leggera 

 

Nikki was purchased by Chris at the 2015 Gold Coast March Yearling Sales for $65,000 and went on to earn her owners 

nearly $240,000 in prize money.  By Nicconi and out of the Civic Hope mare Idesa Bay she broke her maiden at her first 

start on a Saturday in Brisbane.  Her race record at retirement was 15-3:2:3 

She is now enjoying life as a broodmare. 

 

 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwienYLh29bZAhWIopQKHT-hDzAQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=https://memegenerator.net/instance/62262477/kramers-rule-this-horse-loves-the-slop-his-father-was-a-mudderhis-mother-was-a-mudder&psig=AOvVaw0yclIEGJm79EPNa7ZmsGBz&ust=1520391907547685
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Tranquil Belle 

 

Unfortunately, we never got to see what Tranquil Belle could do on the track due to a career ending injury.  Purchased 

by Chris at the 2016 Gold Coast March Yearling Sales Belle only had the one start before she sustained a bowed tendon 

during her pre-training after coming back from a spell.  Thanks to one of our staff, we have been able to find a forever 

home for Belle. She will be living out her days on a 40 acre property at Coleyville (about an hour south west of 

Brisbane). She has a couple of paddock buddies including a Clydesdale. 

 

 
 

 

And finally…..  Wicked Intent 

 

This was a sad day at the stables when we finally had to say goodbye to stable boss Wicked Intent.  A $16,000 purchase 

at the 2014 Gold Coast March Yearling Sales, Otis, as he was affectionally known, was Chris’s baby. 

He rode him four times for two wins and a second placing before running sixth in the 2015 Magic Millions 2-year-old 

Classic.  After the 2015 Magic Millions race day Chris retired and became his trainer.  Otis struggled with feet issues 

and as previously mentioned in our August newsletter had recently made a comeback from laser surgery, a lung 

infection and then finally an eye injury.  He was a tough and tenacious horse that always gave his all on the track. 

He made his return to the track in November 2017 and had 4 starts with his last being on the 20th of January.  After 

lengthy discussions with his owners a decision was made to retire him.  After all he had earnt his owners $450,000 in 

prizemoney which was absolutely wonderful and what a more fitting way to say thank you but to give him a well-

deserved retirement. 

He is now living the life on a property just outside of Cairns, FNQ 
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ACCOUNT AND GENERAL ENQUIRIES 

 

For any account enquiries please contact Glen Prentice at sales@munceracing.com.au or on his mobile 0414 585 922 

Glen is also looking after any general enquires.  These emails can be sent to admin@munceracing.com.au or 

glen@munceracing.com.au 

 

 

INDUSTRY NEWS 

 

Eagle Farm as at the 23rd of February 

 

The Eagle Farm track remediation process is continuing with the sand - delivered to the site during the week 
- being blended, mixed with stabilizer and placed on the site ready for compaction. 
 
Once the sand profile has been compacted, contractors will continue laying the turf. 
 
While the wet weather has resulted in days lost it has been beneficial for the turf already laid, which is 
growing well. Site staff report the turf is responding well to the rain and the track is draining well. 
 

 

Racing Queensland develops Jockey Task Analysis (by Maurice Logue - Education and Welfare Manager) 

 

The welfare of industry participants is particularly important to Racing Queensland and we have embarked 
on a new Injury Management Strategy to help improve the recovery of injured Jockeys. 
 
Racing Queensland understands that if a Jockey sustains an injury it can affect their family, friends, their 
income and their total wellbeing. 
 
In recognising this, Racing Queensland is focusing on having a network of Queensland’s leading Medical 
Specialists and Allied Health Professionals that understand the Racing Industry and have the experience and 
expertise to implement an early intervention process. 
 
That is, early diagnosis and then the appropriate treatment as soon as practicable. Along with this, Racing 
Queensland has identified that upskilling a Jockey while they are recovering from an injury will greatly assist 
in their overall wellbeing and their long-term recovery while offering them an alternate career path should 
the need arise. 
 
Another important part of recovery is providing Jockeys with suitable duties that are geared to assist with 
their recovery and any upskilling educational processes that they are participating in.  To this end, Racing 
Queensland believes that we are implementing an Injury Management process that will benefit the Racing 
Industry as a whole. 
 
Racing Queensland is also in the process of developing what is believed to be Australia’s first Jockey Task 
Analysis in association with Medical Specialists, Specialist Allied Health Professionals, Queensland Jockeys 
Association, Licensed Jockeys and Industry experts. 
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When developed the Task Analysis will be used to determine what type of employment will assist the injured 
jockey’s recovery. Unfortunately, not every injured worker will return to preinjury duties, but it is important 
they received the opportunity to be reskilled and find meaningful employment and the Jockey Task Analysis 
will play a critical role with such outcomes. 
 
The Racing Queensland Education and Welfare Department are pleased to announce one of the first to 
benefit from the new approach is former jockey Ben Saunders, Ben received career ending injuries in April 
2017.  Ben is currently being reskilled as a qualified workplace trainer and assessor and will be based at 
Toowoomba.    
 
 

**************************************************** 

 

 

THE STORY OF THE GREEN MONKEY – COOLMORE verses DARLEY 
(when money can’t buy a champion racehorse) 

 

The most powerful men in horse racing - John Magnier and Sheikh Mohammed - tested each other to the limit at an 

auction in 2006 for an unproven two-year-old colt.  The world-record price for the colt had as much to do with power 

struggles, ego and the stud farm as it did with big-race glory and prize money 

 

The scene was set. 

 

February 2006, a colt by Forestry (Storm Cat) out of the Unbridled mare Magical Masquerade was consigned to the 

2006 Fasig-Tipton Florida select sale of 2-year-olds in training at Calder Race Course (now known as Gulfstream Park 

West), Miami Gardens, Florida 

 

He created a buzz after working a furlong in 9.80 seconds during a pre-sale breeze-up.  Anything around 10 seconds 

was considered very fast. 

 

But what happened days later defied anyone's expectations. 

 

The previous July, the colt had been 'pin-hooked' - buying in order to sell later for a profit - for what had 
seemed the bullish sum of $425,000 (US). 
 
The colt entered the sales ring on 28 February and before long, his price had risen above $3m, leaving only 
two bidders: Demi O'Byrne, representing the Coolmore bloodstock empire of John Magnier, and John 
Ferguson, representing the Darley operation of Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid al Maktoum. 
O'Byrne and Ferguson, seemingly entrusted with limitless budgets, slugged it out past the $5.2m record price 
for a two-year-old, past the $9.7m Sheikh Mohammed had paid for a yearling in autumn 2005 and past the 
20-year-old thoroughbred auction record of $13.1m (Irish bred Seattle Dancer a son of Nijinsky) 
 
After much forward and backward between the two bidders O'Byrne’s hand was the final one to raise. 
 
The colt was purchased for $16 million (US)……. 

 

He was named ‘The Green Monkey’ after a golf course in Barbados, in which the new owners had a connection.  As well 

the colt was foaled in the Chinese year of the green/wooden monkey. 
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Given to Todd Pletcher (Eclipse Award winner trainer) to prepare, The Green Monkey made his racetrack debut on 15 

September 2007 over 1200 metres (6 furlongs) at Belmont Park, New York. He finished third.  After that he had 2 more 

starts finishing fourth both times.  He was then retired with earnings of $10,400 (US) 

 

The 2 gentlemen that pin-hooked and sold the colt acquired a small ownership in him with John Magnier 
(Coolmore) and on his retirement in 2009 he was shipped to Hartley/De Renzo Thoroughbreds in Ocala, 
Florida.  At this time there was an agreement between Coolmore and Hartley/De Renzo Thoroughbreds that 
should The Green Monkey be successful at stud with Hartley/De Renzo Thoroughbreds, an option exists to 
move him to Ashford Stud in Lexington, Kentucky (now Coolmore America). 
 
His stud fee was set at $5,000 (US).   As at 2015 he was still standing at Hartley/De Renzo Thoroughbreds and 
his fee was still $5,000 (US). 
 

His most successful progeny to date is Monkey Business. She clinched the 2015 Panamanian filly Triple Crown 

when she won the Group 2 Classic Raúl (Lul) Arango, Raúl (Baby) Arango y Roberto (Bob) Arango Chiari at 

Hipodromo Presidente Remon.  The filly became the fourth winner of Panama’s filly Triple Crown, having 

previously won the Group 1 Clasico Temistocles Diaz Q. by 18 1/4 lengths and the Group 2 Clasico Tomás G. 

Duque y Tomás Altamirano Duque. She was the first filly to accomplish the feat since Marissima in 2004. 

 

 

  
  The Green Monkey                                                                              The Green Monkey – at stud 

 
 

 
Monkey Business 
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