
 

 

 

 

MUNCE RACING NEWSLETTER 

Welcome to our July/Early August 2018 edition of the Munce Racing Newsletter 

 

2017/18 RACING SEASON HIGHLIGHTS 

 

With the 2017/18 racing year completed, Chris had a successful year in 10th position on the Qld Metropolitan ladder in 

only his third year as a trainer.  From 198 metro runners for the season Chris racked up 21 wins, 13 second placing and 

21 thirds earning just over $1,185,000 in prize money for his owners. 

Overall Chris had 460 starters for the season, incorporating Queensland metro and regional as well as starters in New 

South Wales.  His total winners were 57 and he had 96 placings. 

 

First Crush provided Chris with a very emotional win when the gelding took out the Grafton Cup during July.  Chris won 

the 2350m Grafton feature twice as a jockey on Count Scenario (1999) and Storm Hill (2005). 

 

Only Australian Racing Hall of Famer Maurice Carten had previously won a Grafton Cup as a jockey and trainer, doing 

so in the saddle in 1927 on Coolgong and then 20 years later as a trainer in 1947 with Kiaree. 
 

Boomsara proved to be a very special horse for Chris.  After winning the inaugural running of the QTIS Two-Years-Old 

JEWEL, held at the Gold Coast, he ran a strong second in the G2 Ken Russell followed by a terrific third in the G3 Sires 

Produce.  When Boomsara took his place in the J J Atkins, during the winter carnival, Chris had his very first G1 runner. 

 

Everyone at Munce Racing is very much looking forward to the new racing season.  With the upcoming 2-year-old 

racing season starting to ramp up there is much excitement in the air as to what the 2018/19 racing year will bring. 

 

 

AROUND THE STABLE 

 

Yearlings to 2-year-olds 

 

With approximately 25 2-year-olds in the stables these are exciting times as they are all at various stages of their 

education.  Chris has been most impressed with how all the babies have been handling their introduction to racing life 

and how they are progressing, however, he is of the belief that they should not be pushed to make the early races if 

they are not ready both mentally and physically. 

 

We recently had a video prepared of our Kuroshio x Superb Melody colt:  https://youtu.be/CGSmQQtxR7s 

 

As we create more videos for some of our available 2-year-olds these will be presented on our Facebook page as well 

as our website. 

 

 
 

https://youtu.be/CGSmQQtxR7s
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Older Horses 

 

An emphatic win by First Crush in the 2018 Grafton Cup gave trainer Chris Munce one of his most emotional wins of his 

career to date.  Owned by long-time supporter and friend Max Whitby as well as Jenny Moses, wife of jockey turned 

trainer Kevin Moses, Frist Crush overcame a torrid run to win the Listed race by a length over Winkler with Reneged 

coming home third. 

 

Chris tried to win the race last year with Bruno when he gained a start after winning the Grafton Cup Prelude 

the week before, however it was not to be.  This year was a different story.  The horse was rock hard fit and 

after two terrific seconds in the Ipswich and Caloundra Cups he was primed for Grafton. 

 

This was the one race owner Max Whitby had always wanted to win and Chris was thrilled that he could win it 

for him.  "I told Max we would win the Grafton Cup and it's terrific to do it for him," he said. 

 

Bruno has returned from a couple of weeks rest out at Oakwood Farm and is now being prepared for a tilt at 

the Newcastle Cup on the 15th of September.  He will head to Sydney in a couple of weeks where he will have 

a lead up race before heading to Newcastle. 

 

Race replay: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ENBuKItdwAw 

 

Interview with Chris about Bruno:  https://youtu.be/7X8AbLvZUZw 

 

 
 

 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ENBuKItdwAw
https://youtu.be/7X8AbLvZUZw
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Apart from First Crush winning the Grafton Cup the stable produce winners and strong performers for July 

 

 
 

Helfuchi bought up her second win during the month with an all-the-way victory at the Gold Coast over 1100m. 

Ridden by Ryan Plumb the filly showed sustained speed to take the race by two and half lengths.  She then stepped up 

to Saturday grade and although she finished fourth it was by less than a length.  Chris said it was a strong performance 

in what was a fast run race.  Her race record stands at 11 starts for 2:3:1 

 

Race replay: http://www.racingqueensland.com.au/racing-and-results/video-

replays/player/thoroughbred/gcst/20180721/race/7 

 

 

Satyricon provided owner Max Whitby with another winner for 

the stable when she broke her maiden at Ipswich over the 

1350m at just her third start for Chris. 

A newcomer to the stable from Sydney she previously ran 

fourth at her two prior starts over 1200m. 

Ridden up on the speed by apprentice Corey Bayliss the filly 

relished the distance and proved too strong on the day. 

 

Race replay: http://www.racingqueensland.com.au/racing-and-

results/video-

replays/player/thoroughbred/ipsw/20180711/race/3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.racingqueensland.com.au/racing-and-results/video-replays/player/thoroughbred/gcst/20180721/race/7
http://www.racingqueensland.com.au/racing-and-results/video-replays/player/thoroughbred/gcst/20180721/race/7
http://www.racingqueensland.com.au/racing-and-results/video-replays/player/thoroughbred/ipsw/20180711/race/3
http://www.racingqueensland.com.au/racing-and-results/video-replays/player/thoroughbred/ipsw/20180711/race/3
http://www.racingqueensland.com.au/racing-and-results/video-replays/player/thoroughbred/ipsw/20180711/race/3
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At the beginning of the month Monaco Playboy showed his 

love of a wet track when he won third up from a spell on a 

Heavy 8 track at the Sunshine Coast. 

A lovely patient ride by senior jockey Ryan Wiggins saw the 

gelding settle towards the back of the field before working 

their way through the pack to overtake The Real Spiel, who 

had kicked on, to take the win by half a length. 

 

Race replay: http://www.racingqueensland.com.au/racing-

and-results/video-

replays/player/thoroughbred/scst/20180708/race/8 

 

Strong performers: 

 

Christmas Creek made his 2-year-old racing debut at the end of the month at Ballina and showed his trainer and 

owners his potential.  Up against a decent field he ran third by less than 2 lengths to race favourites In Her Zone and 

Mittere.  Chris said you can see he still has a lot to learn but he was very happy with his performance.  He is out having 

a nice break and we are looking forward to when he comes back in. 

 

Keep Your Roses has continued to keep her owners in the prizemoney this preparation clocking up her fourth 3rd in her 

four starts this time in.  All placings have been less than 2 lengths from the winner and it should not be long before she 

crosses the line for her next win. 

 

Hellaroo is another one of our newcomers that has settled in nicely to the stables and continues to perform. In her 5 

starts with the stable she has produced 3 second placings.  She is currently out having a spell. 

 

Knocking on the door for a win:  Adrenaline’s Social Conquest and Global Choice, Zegota and Tevye 

 

Two of our 2-year-olds from last year made their racing debuts at the end of July and then another start as 3-year-olds 

before heading out for a spell.  Cartland and Deneuve both benefited from their runs and the experience of race day 

added to their education process. 

 

  
Cartland      Deneuve 

 

 

 

http://www.racingqueensland.com.au/racing-and-results/video-replays/player/thoroughbred/scst/20180708/race/8
http://www.racingqueensland.com.au/racing-and-results/video-replays/player/thoroughbred/scst/20180708/race/8
http://www.racingqueensland.com.au/racing-and-results/video-replays/player/thoroughbred/scst/20180708/race/8
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HORSES AVAILABLE 

 

Dawn Approach x Savings (chestnut colt) 

 

Chris said, “He is a lovely big, strong, athletic colt with a very athletic 

walk on him with a good head on his shoulder. His x-rays were all 

clean and I felt he was easily the best colt at the sale”. 

 

By Dawn Approach (New Approach) the colt is out of the Iglesia mare 

Savings. 

 

He is currently out having a nice break but Chris could not be happier 

with the way he stepped up to the mark while in the stable.  He 

described the yearling as a big scopey colt that covers a lot of ground. 

 

‘I am really excited with the way he looks, the way he was broken in and how he came into the stables.  He took 

everything in his stride and to learn the amount that he did in such a short amount of time was very pleasing. On his 

last day we put him through the barriers and after breaking nicely he went up to the line very strongly with company.’ 

 

The colt is BOBS Prizemoney eligible and eligible for the 2019 Capricornia Yearling Sale 2YO Classic race. 

 

Time for War x Emerald Downs (bay colt) – 45% available 

 

 
 

Chris said, "he is a lovely colt with a muscular physique that grabbed my attention as soon as I saw him".  He also said 

the colt reminds him a lot of his sire.   By Time for War (Snitzel) 0ut of the Churchill Downs mare Emerald Downs. 

 

The colt has recently come back into the stable for his next preparation after having a decent break. 

 

Chris has said that he is a little beauty.  This is his second time in now. He went through the barriers last prep and had a 

bit of a jump-out so now he is ready to have a bit more pressure applied.  He has handled everything really well so I 

would like to hope a horse like him will possibly get to the early 2-year-old races.  He is a very kind, lovely horse and for 

a colt not cheeky at all.  He goes about his work nicely and I am very happy with him. 

 

He is paid up for the Inglis Race Series and is BOBS eligible. 
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Smart Missile x Tempting Lady (bay colt) – 35% available 

 

 
 

He is a cracking colt and because he is an August foal he has every chance of going early.  His x-rays were clean and he 
scoped clean as well. 
 
By Smart Missile (Fastnet Rock) he is out of the Northern Meteor mare Tempting Lady. 

The colt has recently come back into the stable for his next preparation after having a decent break. 

 

Chris has said he is a really nice colt - a big leggy boy that will fill out and be a strong 3-year-old.  He is another one that 

has copped his workload terrifically.  He too has been through the barriers and done some short run-a-longs and 

handled it all really well. 

 

He is paid up for the Inglis Race Series and is BOBS eligible. 

 

 

RETIRED HORSES 

 

Ex-stables runners Mestalla and Lucky Black are off to the Brisbane Ekka this year to compete in the Thoroughbred 

categories.  Both were trained by Chris and now Cathy, Chris’s wife owns and rides them. 

 

Mestalla has already competed at several shows including Pittsworth where he won Champion Novice Hack and Led 

Thoroughbred, Dalby – Reserve Champion Novice Hack & Led Thoroughbred and Gympie – Champion Novice Hack 

and Led Thoroughbred. 

 

This will be Lucky’s very first show. 

 

Both horses will be up against some very stiff competition and we wish the all the very best. 
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Mestalla       Lucky Black 

 

  
Mestalla – Dalby Show     Lucky Black – Ekka ready 

 

 

 

 

Employee Recognition Programme 

 

With the generous support of a Munce Racing owner, a monthly 

employee recognition programme will be implemented from August 

2018. 

 

To be known as the Barn Buddy award, it will recognise our staff by 

celebrating and rewarding their achievements and performance.  We 

believe it is important to recognise and reward strong performance, 

respect for other team members and dedication to horse management. 

 

At the end of each month for the 2018/19 racing season, $100 will be 

awarded to the Barn Buddy as decided by Chris and Cathy. We believe 

this will be a way of demonstrating our appreciation to our team for all their hard work. 
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INDUSTRY NEWS 

 

Racing Queensland Agrees To Increase Riding Fees For Jockeys 

 

Racing Queensland has agreed to increase the standard riding fees paid to jockeys in Queensland to $200 per ride. 
Racing Queensland CEO Brendan Parnell thanked Queensland Jockeys Association representative Glen Prentice and all 
stakeholders for the collaborative way in which the negotiations were carried out. 
 
“We are committed to increasing our returns to participants in a sustainable way. Over the past 14 months we have 
delivered an extra $15 million in prize money…… it’s important we work closely with government on PoC tax 
implementation as well as our new commercial plan and the full benefits of the Tabcorp Tatts merger.” 
 
Queensland Jockeys Association representative Glen Prentice welcomed the announcement. “On behalf of all 
Queensland jockeys I want to thank Racing Queensland and the Board for acknowledging the vital role we play. 
 
“In particular I want to thank Larry Cassidy and Pam O’Neill for their role in achieving this result. Being a jockey is not 
an easy job but this fee increase means jockeys are paid fairly for the job they do.” 
 

 

 

Vale Ronnie Conquest 

 

Former trainer and jockey Ron Conquest who held a special place in Queensland racing history has died aged 
86 after a battle with cancer. 
 
Conquest was a member of a family which had a large impact on Queensland racing for nearly a century. 
He is one of only three people in modern day Queensland racing to have ridden and later trained a Group One 
winner in the state. 
 
He won the 1949 and 1950 Group One Stradbroke Handicaps on Lucky Ring and later trained Honest Man 
who won the Group One 1962 Queensland Derby.  Lucky Ring was trained by Conquest’s father Norman 
Conquest, making Ron one of only three father/son combinations to win a Group one race in Queensland in 
modern times. 
 
Conquest is only also one of three apprentices to win the Stradbroke Handicap in the past 80 years.  As a 
trainer Conquest rarely had a big team but produced plenty of winners.  Conquest’s son Philip was a leading 
apprentice in the 1970s while his uncles J J Conquest and Bronco Conquest were Group One-winning jockeys 
and later trainers from the 1920s to the 1970s. 
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BARN YARD MUNCELY 

 

Hello all, 

 

My name is Barry and each month I am going to write a column for Munce Racing News. 

 

I want to get everyone involved in this as well and if anyone has something they want me to research or chase 

up I will do my best to get you an answer. My column is about the people behind the scenes and the hard 

work that is put in at the Barn every day. We are blessed to have Chris and Cathy and their team looking after 

our horses, as they all give their utmost to train, care and make them happy. 

 

I will also look at industry issues and upcoming events, so that you all have some insight into what is going on 

in our industry. I look forward to making a difference to getting you information first hand not stale like what 

is reported in some media outlets. 

 

A man has a racehorse which has never won. The man says to the horse if you don’t win today, tomorrow you 

will be pulling a milk cart around the street. The gates fly back, the horses take off, they move the gates away 

and the horse is lying on the track sleeping. The owner kicks the horse and says “Why are you sleeping?”. The 

horse looks up at him and says “I have to start work at 3am in the morning.” 

 

Cheers Barry 

barrybuildinc@yahoo.com.au 

 

 

JUST A LITTLE BIT OF TRIVIA 
 

The Kentucky Derby is known in the States as ‘the most exciting two minutes in sports’.   Secretariat won the 1973 

Kentucky Derby in the time of 1:59:4 – 45 years later this record still stands. 

 

During his time at stud he sired Kingston Rule (Rose of Kingston).  Kingston Rule went on to win the 1990 Melbourne 

Cup , the race that stops a nation, in a time of 3:16:3 – 27 years later this record still stands. 

 

Father and son still holding track records for two of the greatest races in the world. 

 

  
Secretariat      Kingston Rule 

mailto:barrybuildinc@yahoo.com.au

